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The increaaed theatre activity in the eecondary echools of both a cur- 
ric’-tLar and an eacbra curricular nature has suggeated the need of a thorough 
eixand nation of the physical needs of this subject metier. The editor’s 
interest was initially aroused by a study conducted by the Southern California 
Section of the American Educaticnal Theatre Association for the Los Ar:!gel©s 
City School System. IMs ultimately led to a number of publications on the 
subject and idien Professor Jack Moirrlson served as Dance and Tlieatre Consultant 
in the Office of Education he suggested that a formal stiXiy of the problems 
should be undertaken by that office. A contract was negotiated with the Universi- 
ty of Oregon to c<xvluct the study under the direction of Horace \lo Robin'*^", 
Director of the University Theatre at that Institution, The investigation p? i 
developed by Professor Roblnison involved the asseiritling of leading architects, 
consultants and educators for a six day conference In Eugene, Ch^egcai, during 
the sumtsor of 1966. A list of tba participants in the conference and their 
backgrouxxl end qualifications appear elsonhere. (In the body of the report this 
group of eaperts will be identified merely as the PAMEL). Professor Rdainsoa 
(editor of thie report) announoed. that the discussions would cover th© nature 
and function of cursdcullar and eactra-currlculAr theatre at th© secondary level 
(including nethodology in taaching and basio phlloaophy of theatre training). 
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Hairing establl&hed some ocmoon ground here the; discuaslon would continue to 
at>ecific roconaiiendati<m5 dealing with epee© and equipment,, Tvio position papers 
were presented by each participant, and each of these presentations was followed 
by vigorous inquiry and discussion. There were many svhstantial disagreements, 
Tn the following material the editor has not attempted to present a compromise 
semewhere betwe«i the conflicting views, but a synthesis and essence of the 
findings with proper recognition and reporting of minority opinion. The dis- 
cussions, although often heated, revealed the (nigh, respect the conferees held 
for each other as spectal5.sts . At the close of the meeting it was generally 
agreed that the sessions had been hl^ly inf orm£*tive , and hope was eaqpressed 
that sventuftl publication of the findings wouM provide more efficient and 
adaptable space and eqtdpment for secorKiary school theatre activity. The po-* 
sition papers Included treatment of the prchleias of ptersonnel, engineering, 
teaching methods, equipment, acoustics, claasroosm facilities, public service 
areas, stage and auditorium, tools, etc. Althou.^ the individual called upon 
to present a paper in each area was a recognized authority in that field, there 
has been no atteinpt to identify their contribution in this report. Tie chairman 
(the ©dit{>r) takes full responsibility for the report, although it has been 
3uboitted to the separate contributors for conment and correction. 




Perhaps for 



the first tl«js©, all of tho ‘vested interests in educational theatre building 
feave had an equal hearing: secondary school theatre teachers, architects, 
theatre architecture ccmsultants, professional educators, school superintendents, 
equipBsnt saJjes representatives, theatre techniiciana, engineers and acousticians. 
Brou^t face to face Kith each other and barraged id.th questions, forced to strong 
defense or brought to grudging admission, a general understanding of the vddely 
divergent, but cooimon problems, ensued. No attoBpt was mad© to include a school 
board repres^cytativ©, Ihis was not because hi® point of view on financing or 
school ph5_lo8ophy was not needed, but because this would be the one non-profession- 
al eaEpression of opinion, and it is highly doulDtful that any jjxlividual could 
properly represent his associates a class. Reports from the participants, 
however, frequently gave consideration to the varied attitudes ancJ. concerns of 
these repreeentatives of the public \Aio are generally charged with the responsi- 
bility of budgets, policy and pi‘ocedur©a 

The basic orientation of the study is the secondary school theatre. However, 
It was quite apparent in the conference that any discussion of academic theatre 
cannot be rigidly ccaifined to restricted levels. The discussions frequently 
touched on tlie problems of the elmnentary school, and eveki more frequently on 

those of the college and undvjsrslty^. Die- various a|q>lications should be apparent 
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even the most caauel readers, and the basic guide lines laid down in the 
report should be useful at all levels of theatre construction, The good high 
school auditorium, with only slight modification and proper auxiliary service 
areas and equipment, becomss an equally good college or university theatre. 

The hope is that the usefulness of the material will extend far beyond the 
liiaits of the secondary school, vhich was the frame of reference for most of 
the discussions. The essential information, the dimensions, the philosophy of 
modem theatre teaching at the secondary school level, is presented here as it 
has been prepared by the rocognis&ed leaders in the field. Ihe basic principles 
my bo applied in many combinations, but the report will provide a common 
vocabulary, an educational objective, and the basic architectural requirements. 
Because it 5.s presura^ that this report wiJLl bo of general interest, it has 
oeen prepared in layman's language in the hope that it will be useful to a 
larger segment of tka public. 

Upon occasion some panjtntk^XlcaZ note. JU Int/wdaced In tkU 
ipHm viktck mey fiepfiuent a pe-uonal /leaction to a p/wbtem, 

9fL 6ome kind o( comnent tnbpiAejd by, buX. not always Ketated to, 
the Arnnediate dUca&Aton. 

The report will not name specific architects, firms of architects, 
consultants, manufacturers or trade naatss of products, aa it ia not the 
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intention of the report to prcBvote or diecairage the uae of epecific concepts or 
trade items. 

Dealing inith relatively broad generalizations, the PANEL feels that it is 
not possible, idthln the limitations of this report, to provdde answers to al3. 
secondary school theatre architecture problems. However, the study vdll pre-* 
sent a basic philosoj^.y and a method of procedure. More speelfio details can be 
gained frem a study of those sources listed in the bibliography-, The PANEL 
presents the separate bibliographical it^is as related atiKiies, but does not 
certify all of the content included therein. The greatest service can be pro- 
vided by the services of ttie theatre architecture consultant, %iho8e function is 
detailed in Ch£.pter I. 

The material is not designed to be rvsstrictive but pemdsaive. It is design- 
ed to be of service to the secondary school teacher in drawing lap specifications 
for a projected plant, for the use of the individual administrator as a basis 
for evaluation of proposals, as a suggestion of alternate solutions, as a guide- 
line for standard, recomnended facilities, for the board moDober as he evaluates 
the investment in tenmsii of money, space and personnel for this particular 
teaching area, and for the architect and b\iilder who, although well versed in 
planning, may lack some of the ^eclflo infozmtion necessary for the planning 

of an efficient plant. 





Manpower are consumed in prcxiuction for destruction and in destruction itseli*, 
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The group now formulated as a TE/lf will proceed to draw up the building program. 
They must start with an open mind -nd few limitations. Tentative sketches idiich 
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200 pomids, can be moved easily and located out of the way of other activity. 
Inatailation of three or four of these units, although not initially reoccsaended, 
offers a mod 08 t.“ly priced light control system and one -which operates quite satis- 
factorily for lilmited operations. It is to be hoped -that no new structure will 
be limited to this t^/pe of control installation. 
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and stag© cables. 2000 feet 

Extra oolor frame© for all instrianents. Stock of color mediums - gelatine 
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the gridiron if the veightfj are to be added at floor level. Ibis pi’ccess is 
reversed for unloading. Most gridirons are constructed of channel iron or I-baans 
however^ soiae of the new webbed metal structures are r iing into use as a working 
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At least one set of stage drapery consisting of 1 to 3 traTelers, and 
suitable borders and pairs of naaking eide legs; tlie correct mii4>er to be 
determined by a study of the sight lines in relatl<mehip to other masldng 
equipment. IMs set of curtains is made up of matching fullness at least 50^. 
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THE THEATRE ARTS LABRATQRY TEAOilHG STATIGN 




Althou^ soBie difflenaional data is provided, it chould be resaeoi>erocl that this 
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